Science remains one of the few places where in-depth reporting about science occurs. There is a proper firewall between my office and the news staff that protects its ability to report on things without interference, but I am here to defend and advocate for the great work that they do at a time when it has never been more needed or challenging.
Although opinion surveys globally still show scientists as some of the most respected folks in society, the political assault on science in the United States and around the world shows no signs of slowing down. The full-throated defense of science, especially around the international emergency of climate change, must come from all quarters: Evidence, inductive reasoning, and dispassionate analysis can't be celebrated enough.
As Editor-in-Chief, Jeremy has done a fantastic job. Through his expert data analysis, he has opened our eyes to important trends in what and who succeeds in getting published in the journal. I'm deeply grateful for his leadership and fully embrace the goals that he has set out.
As for my own goals, I hope to continue the great work of my predecessors while taking a deep interest in the development and nurturing of the scientific workforce around the world. After 11 years as a university leader at the University of North Carolina and Washington University, I have seen time and again how much needs to be done to achieve equity and excellence in science.
Succeeding at all this requires a robust partnership with our readers. We want manuscripts, reviews, news tips and, most of all, feedback. I will respond to messages, show up to give talks, engage on social media, and do everything possible to promote the wonder and importance of science and the Science journals.
Thank you for all you do for the pursuit of truth and the sustenance of this treasured institution.
